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Competition

The Balthasar Neumann Prize is an architectural award established in 1994 and
presented every two years. It is one of the most prestigious and respected architectural
awards in Europe. Its outstanding reputation stems from its objective: to honor
completed architectural and engineering projects that demonstrate exceptional
qualities of integrated planning as well as exemplary cultural, technical, and sustainable
achievements. The prize seeks innovative projects that have been collaboratively
planned and realized, exhibit outstanding design quality, and are committed to
sustainable construction. Particular emphasis is placed on aspects such as energy
efficiency, CO, emissions, resource consumption, recyclability, and climate adaptation.
For reasons of accessibility and readability, the generic masculine form is used
throughout the competition brief, participation requirements, publication information,
and all related documents. Female architects and engineers are expressly encouraged
to submit entries to the jury.

The Balthasar Neumann Prize is sponsored by DBZ Deutsche BauZeitschrift and BDB
Bund Deutscher Baumeister, Architekten und Ingenieure e. V. The prize is endowed with
€10,000. In recognition of the integrated planning approach, the prize money for the
winner and any commendations will be shared among the participating architects and
specialist engineers.

The submitted project must clearly demonstrate and make comprehensible the quality
achieved through collaborative planning within integrated design processes. The prize is
awarded for successful cooperation in the fields of architecture, landscape
architecture, structural design and engineering, building services engineering, as well as
energy and sustainability planning. It recognizes both the professional achievements of
the planning team and the responsible commitment of the client.

Participation

Architectural and engineering firms based in Europe are equally eligible to participate,
provided that all project partners who contributed to the project through particularly
successful collaboration are explicitly identified. The submitting party may nominate a
contractor—regardless of trade or discipline—that has distinguished itself through
particularly successful integrated planning and execution. The client must also be
identified. The submitted project may be located either within Europe or outside Europe.

At the submission deadline, the project must not have been completed more than two
years earlier.

The project shall be presented through the plans, sections, and photographs necessary
to understand both the project and the collaborative process. Renderings may not be
submitted in place of photographs. Additional illustrations, diagrams, and graphics that



contribute to a better understanding of the design, structural concept, and
energy/sustainability strategy are expressly encouraged.

Projects must be submitted exclusively online via the project data form available at
www.balthasar-neumann-preis.de.

The project must be presented digitally in PDF format on a maximum of four DIN A1
sheets (594 x 841 mm). Submissions should consist of a clear and informative layout
including drawings, illustrations, photographs, diagrams, and other relevant material.
Layouts should be designed in such a way that they remain legible and understandable
when printed at a reduced size.

In addition, an explanatory report (PDF or DOC format, maximum 600 words, in German
or English) must be submitted. The report should provide key information regarding
architecture, structural design, integrated planning, and the energy/sustainability
concept.

A completed and signed author’s declaration, including the consent of both the client
and the photographer, must also be uploaded as a PDF document.

All documents and information must be submitted digitally via the designated online
form. No liability will be accepted for submitted materials.

The competition documents, project data form, and author’s declaration are available
at: www.balthasar-neumann-preis.de.

All decisions of the jury are final and not subject to legal appeal.

Publication

By signing the submission documents, participants declare that they are the authors of
the submitted work and agree that their submissions may be published in print and
digital competition documentation without entitlement to fees or other claims.

This right of publication without compensation applies in particular to all submitted
photographs and drawings.

Prize winners and recipients of commendations agree, upon request, to provide the
organizers with additional materials for the documentation and presentation of their
projects.

There is no entitlement to publication.

Copyright and the right to publish the work outside the context of the competition
remain with the participant.

The award ceremony will take place on Wednesday, 13 January 2027, during BAU 2027.

Who was Balthasar Neumann?

Balthasar Neumann was one of the most important master builders of the 18th century.
He desighed and realized more than 100 bridges, religious and representative buildings,
as well as residential and commercial structures. One of his most renowned works is
the Wlrzburg Residence. He was an architect, master builder, engineer, and
construction planner.
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Jury Balthasar-Neumann-Prize 2027

Pascal Flammer, Preistrager BNP 2025

Prof. Dr.-Ing. Sabine Hoffmann, Professorin flir Gebaudesysteme und Gebaudetechnik,
RPTU Kaiserslautern

Prof. Dr.-Ing. Irmgard Lochner-Aldinger, Professorin fur Tragwerkslehre und Entwerfen,
Hochschule Biberach - Biberach University of Applied Sciences

Florian Muller, DGNB-Auditor u. Sachverstandiger fur nachhaltiges Bauen (STI)
Dipl.-Ing. Christoph Schild, Prasident BDB

Michael Schuster, Chefredakteur DBZ-BBB - FM

Dr.-Ing. Arch. Stefanie Weidner, Vorstandin Werner Sobek AG

Awarding authority

Bund Deutscher Baumeister, Architekten und Ingenieure e.V. (BDB), Berlin, vertreten
durch Dipl.-Ing. Christoph Schild, Prasident BDB

Deutsche Bauzeitschrift (DBZ), Bauverlag BV GmbH, Gutersloh/Berlin, vertreten durch:
Michael Schuster, Chefredakteur DBZ-BBB - FM

Facts Balthasar-Neumann-Prize 2027

Call for entries: 14. Juli 2026

Submission Deadline: 25. September 2026
www.balthasar-neumann-preis.de

Jury meeting: 22./23. Oktober 2026

Announcement of winners: 13. Januar 2027, BAU 2027
Endowed with: 10.000.- €

Information
www.balthasar-neumann-preis.de
Bauverlag BV GmbH

Redaktion DBZ Deutsche Bauzeitschrift
Friedrich-Ebert-StraBe 62

33330 Gutersloh

Michael Schuster
Michael.Schuster@dbz.de
www.dbz.de

Bund Deutscher Baumeister,
Architekten & Ingenieure e.V. (BDB)
Willdenowstr. 6

12203 Berlin

Jessica Kurz
kurz@baumeister-online.de
www.baumeister-online.de



